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JNU sex scandal:

Varsity gives
police its report

HT Correspondent

® htreporters®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The South Delhi
Police have finally received the
report from the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU} author-
ities regarding the sex scandal
that rocked the institute a few
days back.

“We have received the report
from the university officials and
will be conducting our enquiry
in the matter,” said HGS
Dhaliwal, Deputy
Commiissioner of Police (South).

Jawahartal Nehru University
officials on their part expelled
the two students and rusticat-
ed one of them for their involve-
ment in the sex video scandal.

Chief Proctor HC Bohidar
who was investigating the mat-
ter said, “Today, the universi-
ty issued orders to expel the
two students, one of them who
appears in the video and the
other who made the video. The
third student, who let out his

g have handed over th
case to the Delhi Police so
that they can investigate if
there is involvement of any

sex racket behind it,

HC BOHIDAR
JNU chief proctor

room for the act, has been rus-
ticated for a year. Further, we

have handed over the case to

the Delhi Police so that they
can investigate if there is
involvement of any sex racket
behind it.”

The video, which was made
not with a cell phone but with
a handycam, had been doing
the rounds of the campus for
almost a year.

According to JNU sources,
the boyfriend of the woman
made the video while she visit-
ed him at one of the hostels in
the campus.
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IIT can’t deny JEE record: HC

Court Says RTI Act Supreme, No Clause In Brochure Valid

AbhinavGarglTnn

New Delhi: The Delhi high
court in an important rul-

ing recently has held thata .

candidate appearing for the
prestigious JEE or GATE
conducted by the Indian
Institute of Technology
{IIT) has the right to access
information or records re-
lating to the exam under the
RTIAct,

Dismissing a petition
filed by IIT Delhi against an
order of the Central Infor-

- mation Commission, Jus-
tice 8 Muralidhar recently
asked the institute to pro-
vide information to appli-
cants Navin Talwar and
Sushil Kohll who had
sought acopy of the ‘Optical

"

ren

|IT had claimed .

* immunity from
disclosure of records
related to entrance

“examination to

aspirants who take

JEE or GATE

B Iy S

LT

oo

Response Sheets’ or the an-
swersheetsintheirRTIplea
toIIT-D.

The IIT had claimed im-
munity from disclosure on
the groundthatitsbrochure
inviting applicants to ap-
pear for the JEE or GATE

makesitclearitwon't enter-.

tain any gueries related to
ORS, and by filing the RTI

the applicants had violated
this precondition.

TheIIT claimed any qur-
stion on marks obtained, if
entertained, will only lead
to demands for regrading
and  retotalling, even
though the institute doesn’t
entertain any correspond-
enceonit.

But HC brushed aside
the objections, reminding
IIT-D of the supremacy of

‘the transparency Act over

anyotherrule.

“The right of a candi-
date, sitting for JEE or
GATE, to obtain informa-
tion under the RTI Actis a
statutory one. it can't be
said to have been waived by
such candidate only be-
cause of a clause in the in-

" formation

formation brochure for
JEE or GATE. In other
words, a candidate doesn’t
lose his or her right under
the RT1 Act only because he
or she has agreed to sit for

JEE or GATE,” the court ob-

served,

Talwar, a candidate
who had takén the JEE last
year and Kohli, whose
daughter appeared for
GATE, filed an RTI plea
seeking copies of the ORSs
and subject-wise marks of
each of the candidates.

On being rebuffed by the
public information officer
of IIT-Delhi, the duo ap-
pealed beforethe Centralln-
Commission,
whichruled in their favour.

' abhinav.garg@timesgroup.com
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IT'T- Kgp seeks HRD mm
opinion on laptop row

Akshaya Mukul | Tan

New Delhi: As controversy
on the pricing of hundreds of
Japtops to be bought by IIT-
Kharagpur refuses
die down, the institute has
sought the opinion of the hu-
man resource development
{HRD) ministry.
IIT-Kharagpur has asked
the ministry if laptops can be
bought under the Cumulative

Professional Development Al- -

lowance (CPDA) scheme. Un-
der the ministry’s fully-fund-
'ed scheme, each faculty mem-
ber is given Rs 3 lakh in a
block of three years. But,
since. the scheme started
late and the first three-year
block is ending in September,
a bulk of the sum has re-
mained unutilized.

While IIT-Kharagpur reg- .

to -

-

istrar T K Ghosal claims all
forimalities have been put on
hold till the ministry re-
sponds, the institute approved

* rate of Rs 1.07 lakh per lap-

top has not been scrapped yet.
“It depends on the clarifica-
tion we get from the min-
istry,” Ghosal says.

It is also not known why
IIT-Kharagpur first decided
to allow purchase of laptops
under CPDA scheme, and lat-
er approached the ministry

Documents accessed by
TOI shows that the institute
approved rate contract for lap-
tops in last November that is
valid till October 2011.

Rajeev Kumar, professor
of computer science, who
wanted to purchase an Intel
17-740QM processor-based lap-
top, for an HRD project — sep-
arate from CPDA scheme —

found out discrepancies ln
rates while conducting a
trade enquiry. He figured out
that if such a laptop is pur-
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chased directly from one of
the companies, it would cost

. only Rs 79,000, whereas the

T approved rate was Rs 1.07
lakh for a similar model. .
Kumar also asked his son,
who works in Hyderabad, to
get the rate. He, too, got a sim-
ilar gquotation.
1IT administration calls it

a conflict of interest, and al-

ludes that the laptop, which
Kumar wanted to buy was for
his son.

The deputy registrar even
sent documents, including
cellphone bill of Kumar's son
and quetation of laptop bear-
ing the Hyderabad address.

- Kumar vehemently denles the

allegatmns



Over 1500 students at
California’s Tri-Valley
University have officially
been declared as
sham.The situation has
taken a worse turn for
those 18 who have
been shackled with
GPS-fitted anklets.

S RAJAGOPALAN fells
you more

¢'re victims, yet we're treated

like criminals. Who would

have thought such a thing can
happen in America of all places,” grum-
bles a student from Hyderabad, on the
point of breaking down. “We played by
the book, followed every procedure, did
everything lawfully. Yet, here we are
trying to convince one and all that
wee innocent,” complains another.

They are but two of 1,555 students

of California’s Tri-Valley University,
now officially declared a sham and shut
down for good. As many as 95 per cent
of them are from India, and almost all
of them are from Andhra Pradesh.
Right now, they all are in a state of
limbo, with their F-1 student visas ter- ~

They are effectively out of status.

By far the worst plight is of those
students who were interrogated and
shackled with GPS-fitted anklets, not to
mention the “nightmarish experiences”
of some subjected to detention.
Eighteen students were forced to wear
these anklets. By Wednesday, however,
Indian immigration attorney Kalpana V
Peddibhotla got the US authorities to
remove the radio tags from the ankles
of two of these students. She hopes to
take some more students next week.

1t is another matter that despite the
outrage in India, US authorities took
the stand that radio-tagging monitors
were a better alternative to detention.
Unconfirmed reports say at Jeast a
dozen Indian students have been
detained. And an unspecified number
of students have been served “Notice to
Appear’, the first step in removal or

deportation proceedings.

“We have confirmed reports that
several students have already been
detained and questioned by

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents and have
been placed in deportation proceed-
ings,” says Peddibhotla. The Santa
Clara-based Peddibhotla is one of the
Indian American attorne tapﬁed by
the Telugu Association of Nort]
America (TANA) to help the students
with legal advice.

It's a little over three weeks since
ICE agents faided Tri-Valley’s premises
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for the students will be individually
communicated to them.

But it may not be hunky dory for
all. While the decks may perhaps be
cleared for many students for applying
1o other schools and transferring their
F-1 visas, one option of leaving the US
will stare in the face for quite a few. As
ICE itself grimly pointed out in its
advisory, “When you call, Student
Exchange Visitor Programme (SEVP)
will provide you with your options,
including the option to depart from the
US without an otherwise possibly
applicable bar to re-admission in the
future” A daunting prospect indeed,

The Indian students enrolled at Tri-
Valley fall in at least four different cate-
gories. Only a small number have come
on visas arranged by the university.
Some reports put this number at about
140. A large chunk are other Indians,
already living in the US, be they H-1B
visa holders who have lost their jobs, or
their spouses on H-4 dependent visas.
For the latter, Tri-Valley promised a
golden opportunity to earn a US degree

and other properties of the woman
behind the dubious venture, Susan
Xiao-Ping Su. Despite a complaint for
forfeiture of her five properties and
charges of massive immigration fraud
netting her $4 million, Su appears
unfazed. She instead blames ICE and
others for the plight of the students,
who are just trying to figure out what
the future holds for them.

On Wednesday, ICE finally came
out with its promised advisory. In the
coming days, the hapless students

. should come to know of the options
“available to them. A lot of secrecy sur-
rounds the working of ICE. What it has

g “virtual classes” online from
their home and getting a work permit
in the process. The fourth category
consisted of Indian students who shift-
ed from other universities, attracted by
Tri-Valley’s low fees, online classes and
Curricular Practical Training (CPT),
enabling them to work.

The worst sufferers are those who
came from India to join Tri-Valley.
They don't have much of a fall-back
option. If they fail to get admission to a
different university, they will have to
pack up and go home. And this is not
going to be an easy option. The fee
structure could also be forbidding. At
Tri-Valley, they had to pay a mere

$2,700 per semester. It could be three to
four times the amount in established
universities.

Although ICE's court complaint
essentially targets Su and the university,
it does speak of foreign nationals pay-
ing tuition fee in order to illegally
acquire student immigration status
authorising them to remain in the US.
“Since February 2009, Su through TVU
has been paid millions of dollars by for-
eign nationals to illegally obtain stu-
dent visas that authorise them to
remain in the US,” the complaint
alleges.

Sham it may well be, yet, surprise
of surprises, Tri-Valley still appears on
ICE's list of schools approved for for-
eign students. As of February 9 — three
weeks after ICE raids and filing of a
complaint seeking the school’s forfei-
ture of five properties — Tri-Valley was
on the list of 10,271 SEVP-approved
universities and colleges for interna-
tional students. The entry says the
school is approved with effect from

THE WORST SUFFERERS
ARE THOSE WHO CAME

FROM INDIA TO JOIN TRI--

VALLEY. THEY DON'T
HAVE MUCH OF A FALL-
BACK OPTION. IF THEY
FAIL TO GET ADMISSION
TO A DIFFERENT
UNIVERSITY, THEY WILL
HAVE 70 PACK UP AND
GO HOME. AT TRI-VALLEY,
THEY HAD TO PAY A
MERE $2,700 PER
SEMESTER. IT COULD BE
3-4 TIMES THE AMOUNT
IN ESTABLISHED
UNIVERSITIES

February 17, 2009. That begs the ques-
tion if it is proper to fault students in
faraway India for not having done due
research on Tri-Valley before enrolling
there. “Check Tri-Valley in the List of
SEVP approved schools, released by
ICE; says immigration attorney Shah
Peerally in a teaser on his website. One
of the pro-active attorneys to take up
the cause of Tri-Valley students,
Peerally has also shot off an open letter
to President Barack Obama, taking
exception to ICE treating the students
as co-conspirators, while in reality they
are victims of fraud. :

“It is highly unlikely that the major-
ity of these students had any idea they
were enrolled in a sham university.
Most of the students enrolled at Tri-
Valley University simply wanted to
improve their prospects in life and
ensure themselves a better future by
doing so. Unfortunately, all of these stu-
dents are being treated as potential
criminals despite having no intention of
defrauding any rules of the US
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Government,” Peerally says in his mis-_
sive to Obama. B

There is no word from ICE on'its
enforcement action against Tri-Valley’
students, Questions to ICE on this
score are met with the standard
response that because of the ongoing "y
nature of the investigation, no details -
could be discussed at this point of time.
So there is no authoritative informatioff
as to how many Indian students havé
been detained or placed in deportation
proceedings.

Indian Ambassador to the US »* *,
Meera Shankar-and officials of ther ¢ »
Indian consulate in San Francisco have-
taken up the problems faced by stu-" **
dents with the State Department and
ICE, which is a part of the Department:
of Homeland Security. Following the
intervention, ICE director John Mértort
has assured Shankar that his agency "-*
would use “good judgment” and “com-*
mon sense” while handling the cases. "

Indian American associations,
mainly Andhra expatriates, have been' .
actively mobilising support for the
affected students. TANA president
Jayaram Komati drafted Peddibhotla
and another immigration attorney, -
Ashwini Bhakre “to offer free prelimi- = !
nary consultation and a discounted
representation fee if you are detained,
in path of deportation or out of status”

Immigration and attorney services
in the US are an expensive proposition.
This is particularly so for those facing
deportation proceedings. “TANA has
been receiving a lot of calls from con-
cerned students and parents with
requests for requesting our supposte
advice and help,” says Komati, but .
makes the point that every affected per-
son should seek legal advice relating to

his or her unique situation. Y
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Medical entrance exam goes biometric to stop imposters

JIPMER entrance today will record fingerprints and
photographs of 15,000 candidates

SARITHA RAl
BANGALORE | FEBRUARY 12

TINY device, no larger

than a TV Remote, will

check a rampant Indian
examination malpractice —im-
personation — in the high-
stakes JIPMER (Jawaharlal In-
stitute of Post-graduate
Medical Education and Re-
search) entrance exams being

held countrywide on Sunday.
The device called AuthenTrac

will capture fingerprints and

‘photographs of each of the

15,000 candidates across dozens
of exam centres in five cities in
real-time, matching it with previ-
ously-stored candidate data from
the institution. The datawill be
re-checked at the time of coun-
selling and seat allotment.

The technological innovation

will curb exam impersonators,
giving the meritorious a fair shot
at securing a coveted spot in the
120 post-graduate medieal seats
at the Puducherry-based JIP-
MER, one of the top medical
schools in India.

AuthenTrac has been devel-
oped and is offered as a service
by Bangalore-based testing and

skills assessment company Merit- §

Trac, which counts Microsoft, Ac-

SHYAM

Med entrance goes biometric

testing itself, says Padaki. An-
nually, 10 million students
take the qualifying exams to
win coveted engineering,
medical and MBA seats in col-
leges. Some 20 million appli-
cants take exams to qualify
for public sector and bank
jobs each year. A further 30
million appear for exams to
secure central and state gov-
ernmentjobs.

AuthenTrac has already
been deployed as a pilot by a
leading Indian energy PSU
where thousands of candi-
dates took exams for jobs.
Padaki says his company will
target 5 million candidate
authentications in the next
three years.

At Sunday’s exam, invigi-
lators will take the hand-
held device—equipped with
a fingerprint scanner, cam-

era and barcode—to each
candidate. ‘They will capture
the left and right ring finger
prints as well as take a photo-
graph of each candidate.
They will match the signa-
ture and photo with the can-
didate’s application data.
The process will be mini-
mally intrusive and take a
couple of minutes. The de-
vice has time stamps for
every authentication action,
providing a rich audit trail for
later use or for RTI queries, if
any. The data is stored in a
high-security data center.
MeritTrac’s solution costs a
few hundred rupees per can-
didate, The captured data can
be subsequently used to re-
authenticate the candidate at
the time of interviews, subse-
quent exams or, as in the case
of JIPMER, seat allocation,

centure, ICICI Bank and the gov-

: ernments of Gujarat and Orissa

amongst its customers. Its Au-
thenTrac device is pending a
patent.
| Eventhough the number of
ezam imposters caught islow,
the potential for masquerading is
asmuch as 15 percent, says
Madan Padaki, CEO of Merit-
Trac. “The current process to nail
impersonation is weak because it
relies on easily forge-able signa-
tureés and photographs which can
be smudgy and grainy,” says

Padaki, adding, “There is verylit- }

tle chance in this system of the
impersonators being caught.”

The new device has huge
ramifications in populous India
where the demand-supply gap in
education and employment is
skewed and high-stakes tests
have lifelong consequences.
Now; technology could help
stave off a challenge that India's
institutions have faced for
decades. N

The potential for masquerad-
ing on behalf of candidates is as
mind-boggling as the scale of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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